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A i ntendments to the Claims: 

T lis listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the instant 
&] plication: 

L : rting of Claims; 

1- (Currently Amended) A method for sharing p rovidin g contact list 
r br mation between participants of m anagomont in a chat session, comprising; 

identifying a first chat session participant maintaining a first contact list 
M staining contact in formation relating to contacts of said first chat session participant 
u i identifying a second chat parti cipant having a second contact list containing contact 
U irctnation relating to contacts of said second chat participant said first chat session 
n aifiTOMlt and said second chat session participa nt participating within a common chat 

is sian; 

providing the second chat session participant with ac cess to contact 
Q urination contained within [[a]] the_first contact list by a fiooond ohat cession 
tte ipont, said first - contact list associated with a first chai se s sion participant and said 
e m id ohat aoasion participant associated with a second contact list ; and 

providing the first chat session participant with access to contact 
. a sanation contained within said second contact list- by - cnid first ohat aeagion participant 

2, (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the 

: tt y* of: 

determining whether said first contact list is modifiable by said second chat 
: e .irion participant; and 



I V !31?13;1j -2 - 
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if said first contact list is modifiable by said second chat session participant, 
p imitting the modification of said first contact list by said second chat session 
p :rticipant. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein said modification 
si ip comprise:; the step of adding contact information to said first contact list. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2, further 
* (uprising the step of displaying an icon within a chat session interface used by the 
« mid chat session participant to indicate whether said first contact list is accessiblejo 
U d second chat session participant . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 4, wherein said 
ij ril aved icon indicates whether said first contact list is modifiable, further comprimng 
h r-a to p of oltering said display ioou to indicate that said first oontaot Uat i s modifiabl e 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 5, further 
x uprising the step of displaying an icon within a chat session interface used bv the first 
si i<: session participant to indicate whether said second contact list is accessibl ejto said 
ii Jt chat session particip ant. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein said 
. £ - Played icon of claim 6 indicates whether said second contact list is modifiable, fi trfeer 
. * isp rioing tho st e p of altoring oaid dicploy ioon to indicate that said second - oontaot list is 

: a. i*i *f *tri I ■***• 
■ FT ^SrKtcRTTVT 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[7]] 1 further 

0 mprising the steps of; 

permitting the s e lection of said displayed ioon for - aaid first oontaot list and said 

1 ipl ayed ioon for said oooond contact list by a third chat oooaion participant having -* 



comparing oa i d solootod first contaot list and said selected second contaot list to 



displaying contacts that are uncommon to said aolootod first oontaot Hot, said 
k ere tod a ooortd conta o t list and said third contact hot according to r es ults from said 

7% 'TfpUlitlg JIUJTT 

identifying a t hird chat session participant maintaining a third contact list 



13 iithird chat session participant pa rticipating within said common chat session: and 

providing the third chat session participant with access to contact information 
£ Uflincd within the first contact list and the second contaot list and providing the first 
* it session participant and said second chat session participant with access to contact 
. Q onnation contained within the third contact list. 



c uprising the [[step]] steps of: 

permitting t he selection of said displayed icon for said first contact list and said 
! i st ayed icon for said second contact list: 

comparing said selected first contact list and said selected second contact list to 
J a :1 t hird contact list- and 




<c xteining contact inform ation relating to contacts of said third chat session participant 



(Currently Amended) 



The method according to claim [[8] ] 63. fiirther 
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displaying to said third chat session participant c ontacts that are common to said 
fi .si: selected contact list, said second selected contact list, and said third contact list 
a cording to results from said comparing step, 

10. (Original) The method according to claim 9, further comprising the 
si :ps of: 

permitting any of said first chat session participant, said second chat session 
participant and said third chat session participant to modify any of said first contact list, 
si .el second contact list and said third contact list according to results from said 
3i mparing step; and 

permitting any of said chat session participants associated with said contact 
;i I to reject said modification* 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to claim 7, wherein if said display icon 
.n -li catcs that said first contact list is not modifiable, Anther comprising the step of 
x (nesting said first chat session participant to allow said second chat session participant 
c modify said contact list. 

12. ('Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[7]] 11, wherein if 
is d display icon indicates that said second contact list is not modifiable, further 
jc uprising the step of requesting said second chat session participant to allow said first 
il it session participant to modify said contact list. 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
it pp of: 

237713;!} -5- 
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requesting said first chat session participant to provide access to said first 
c :ntact list; and 

requesting said second chat session participant to provide access to said 
si send contact list 

14. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step 
o providing accessibility status to selected chat session participants. 

15. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step 
x providing accessibility status to ail active chat session participants. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method for providing contact management to 
ji • lies engaged in a chat communication session, the method comprising; 

identifying a fi rst chat session participant maintaining a first contact list containing 
x itact records relating to contacts of said first chat session participant and identifying a 
iS ;< md chat participant having a second contact list containing contact records relating to 
.3 :ntacts of sai d second chat participant, said first chat session participant and said second 
<£ i.t session pg irticipant participating within a common chat session; 

providing access fo r said [[a]] first contact list having contact records to a second 
>£ ticipant to the communication sessio n, oaid firs t -contact list associated with Q first 
►£ 'Eteftpftpt- to thc - eommumcation acaoion, said second participant having an qasooiatc^ 
e md contact Hot with contact records ; 

identifying similar contacts between contact records located in said first contact 
is and contact records located in said second contact list; and 

adding i3elected dissimilar contact records located in said first contact list to said 
e cmd contact list 

W ;!37713;U - 6 - 
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17. (Original) The method according to claim 16, further comprising the 
si jj>s of: 

determining if said first contact list is modifiable by said second participant 
t( the communication session; and 

if said first contact list is modifiable by said second participant, adding 
si iected dissimilar contact records to said first contact list. 



18. (Original) The method according to claim 17, wherein said step of 
p: aiding access to said first contact list further comprises the steps of: 

determining an accessibility status of said first contact list; and 
providing access to said first contact list if said accessibility status indicates 
:Y it said second participant can access said first contact list 



19. (Original) The method according to claim 16, fbrther comprising the 

rt ps of: 

determining if said second contact list is accessible by said first participant 
c Hie communication session; and 

if said second contact list is accessible by said fust participant, identifying 
►i oilar contacts between contact records located in said second contact list and contact 
c ;ords located in said first contact list, 

20. (Original) The method according to claim 19, further comprising the 
it pa of: 

determining if said second contact list is modifiable by said first participant 
c jhe communication session; and 

U -237713;]} -7- 
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adding selected dissimilar contact records located in said second contact list 



ti said first contact list 

21. (Original) The method according to claim 16, further comprising the 
sl ip of displaying an icon to represent whether a contact list for a participant to the 
a nnmunication session is accessible. 

22. (Original) The method according to claim 21, further comprising the 
si p of modifying said icon to display whether said contact list for said participant to the 
u inmunicatioti session is modifiable. 

23. (Currently Amended) In a chat session having a plurality of 
;< nmunicating chat session participants, a contact management method comprising: 



£ &t session, each chat session part icipant maintaining a participant specific contact list 
;j gaining con tact records relating to contacts of said that participant; 

assembling and displaying a contact list in a GUI associated with one of the chat 
;e sjon participants, wherein said contact list includes contact records from chat session 
is a maintained chat session participants other then the one participant in which the GUI 
s fe plaved: 

accepting modifications to said contact list by chat session participants other then 
h one participant in whi c h the GUI is displayed anothor ohatn e flmmi pnrrim'pnnt v atiH 
responaively displaying results from said modifications within said GUL 

24- (Currently Amended) A method for providing contact management in 
. i hat session, comprising: 

W £11713;)} -8- 




iluralitv o f chat session participants participating within a common 
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identifi/ing a fi rst chat session participant maintaining a first contact list containing 
a pj toct records relating to contacts of said first chat session participant identifying a 
5j aa nd chat participant having a second contact list containing contact records relating to 
2 nt acts of said second chat participant, and identifying a third chat participant having 3 
ft :rd contact list containing contact records relating to contacts of said third chat 
a. mcipapt said first chat session participant said second chat session participant, and 
sj 4 third chat session participant participating within a common chat session: 

sending a token of introduction originated by [[a]] the first chat session participant 
3H4 ng a first contact list, to [[a]] the second chat session participant having a s e cond 
x tt taot list , said token of introduction providing a recommendation for said second chat 
x A&lan participant; 

transferring said token of introduction to [ [a]] Jhe third chat session participant 
n 40 is known to said first chat session participant; and 

if said third chat session participant accepts said token of introduction, modifying 
e d third contact list with contact information for said second chat session participant. 

25. (Original) The method according to claim 24, further comprising 
n idifying said second contact list with information for said third chat session participant 

26. (Original) The method according to claim 25, further comprising 
li carding said token of introduction upon expiration of a specified period of time, 

27. (Original) The method according to claim 24, further comprising 
i> renting said transferring step upon said third chat session participant initiating a chat 
:c sion with said second chat session participant. 

U. 217713;! J -9- 
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28. (Currently Amended) A system for providing contact management, 
c mprising: 

a first contact list, said first contact list cnntaiTim g contact information 
n gatin g to contacts of and maintained by a first chat session participant aaaooiatod with n 

n . 'Ill* wtuii Bvaa iULT^JIJJ \l\Jl LJUIIT) 

a second contact list, said second contact lis t c ontaining contact information 
n ail ing to contacts of and maintained by a second chat session participant, said second 
si at session participant engaged in a chat session with said first chat session participant; 

a) d 

a computing application program facilitating said chat session, said 
aj plication program permitting said second chat session participant to modify contact 
ij fo rmation contained within said first contact list and permitting said first chat session 
?; iticipant to modify contact information contained within said second contact list. 

29. (Original) The system according to claim 28, further comprising a 
z\ niputer application server for executing said computing application program, 

30. (Original) The system according to claim 28, further comprising a first 
x mputing device for permitting said first contact list to be viewed by said second chat 
;e isiion participant and a second computing device permitting said second contact list to 
y\ viewed by siaid first chat session participant. 

31. (Withdrawn) A GUI for providing contact management for 
jit session participants, comprising: 

a chat display window for displaying a first chat session participant and a 
;c :ond chat session participant engaged in a chat session; and 

V '237713;!} - 10 - 
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at least one contact window for displaying contact information for at least 
o .e chat session participant engaged in said chat session. 

32. (Withdrawn) The GUI according to claim 31, wherein said at least 
o lb contact window is a window pane within said chat display window* 

33. (Withdrawn) The GUI according to claim 32, wherein said at least 
o .© contact window is a window pane external to said chat display window. 

34- ([Withdrawn) The GUI according to claim 31, further comprising a 
fi st modifiable status icon which indicates whether said first contact list is accessible 
& d, if said first contact list is accessible, whether said first contact list is modifiable. 

35. (Withdrawn) The GUI according to claim 31, further comprising a 
si xind status icon which indicates whether said second contact list is accessible and, if 

cl second contact list is accessible, whether said second contact list is modifiable. 

36. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage having stored 
J ireon, a computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections 
s ec-utable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

identifying a first chat session participant maintaining a first contact list 
3 nt aininp contact information relating to contacts of said first chat session participant 
a d i dentifying a second chat participant having a second contact list containing contact 
it fo rmation relating to contacts of said second chat participant said first chat session 
2i p ;icipant and said second chat session participant participating within a common chat 

|S ^7713;l) - U - 
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providing the second chat session participant with access to contact 
13 formation contained withinf faH the_first contact list by a second ohat ooosion 
p iF& oipant, gqid - firet contact list associated with a first ohat session partioipant and said 
si frEH ad ohat session partioipant a s sooiatod with a second oomtaofrUst ; and 

providing the first chat session participant with access to contact 
a An imation contained within said second contact lis t - by s aid first ohat se s sion participant. 

37. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 36, further 
2i mprising: 

determining whether said first contact list is modifiable by said second chat 
;< mitm participant; and 

if said first contact list is modifiable by said second chat session participant, 
y miitting the modification of said first contact list by said second chat session 
: 3i jticipant 

38. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 37, wherein 
it d modification step comprises adding contact information to said first contact list, 

39. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
?] 4tn 37, 

further comprising the step of displaying an icon within a chat session interface 
H *3 fav the second chat session participant t o indicate whether said first contact list is 
w ^essibl e to sfrid second chat session participant 

40. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
:1 am 39, wherein said displayed icon indicates whether said first contact list is 
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S odifiablgjs irth e r comprising tho otop of oltoring said display ioon to indioato that said 




41. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
c airci 40, rurtlier comprising the step of displaying an icon within a chat session interface 
y pd by the first chat session participant to indicate whether said second contact list is 
a cessibl e to said first chat session participant . 



a wm 41, wherein said displayed icon of claim 6 indicates whether said second contact 
11 l: i s modifia'ble. further oompriaing tho ntop nf altering nniH Hinplny innn tn inHinntn thnt 

43 (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
;} dm 42, further comprising the steps of: 

permitting tho selection of said displayed ioon for said first oontoot li a t and said 
Ji ift hyod ioot H or said second contaot list by a third chat s es s ion participant having a 

x uuiiwut iisrtj 

ooroporing - sa i d solootod first oontoot list ond aaid aolootod s ooond oontoot list to 

displaying contacts that or e unoommon-to said solootod first contact list, said 
k ige tod sooond contact list and aaid third oontaot list according to r e sults from said 

■7* .ZIj£FnXTTXg^rCw]7« 

identifying a third chat session participant maintaining a third contact list 
x gr aining contact information relating to contacts of said third chat session participant. 
« d third chat session participant participating within said common chat session: and 

v *irnm\ - 13 - 
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£ o yiding the third chat session participant with access to contact information contained 
v it ftin the first contact list and the second contact list and providing the first chat session 
E -rtici pant and said second chat session participant with access to contact information 
c ri Eained within the third contact list: and 

displa\ing icons within a chat session interface used bv a third chat session 
E r ticipant to indicate whether said first chat contact list and said second contact list is 
a s ensible to aaid third chat session participant. 

44* (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
c mn 43, further comprising the step of: 

permitting the selection of said displayed icon for said first contact list and 
si id displayed icon for said second contact list: 

comparing said selected first contact list and said selected second contact 
ti i: t o said thiid contact list: and 

(displaying to said third chat session participant contacts that are common to 
sj x\ first selected contact list, said second selected contact list, and said third contact list 
a< wording to results from said comparing step. 

45. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 44, further 
:i ntprising the steps of: 

permitting any of said first chat session participant, said second chat session 
3; iticipant and said third chat session participant to modify any of said first contact list, 
si ct second contact list and said third contact list according to results from said 
:i inparing step; and 

permitting any of said chat session participants associated with said contact 
[i t co reject said modification. 
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46. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 42, wherein 
i: siiiid display icon indicates that said first contact list is not modifiable, further 
c rmprising the step of requesting said first chat session participant to allow said second 
c at session participant to modify said contact list. 

47. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 42, wherein 
il said display icon indicates that said second contact list is not modifiable, further 
c uprising the step of requesting said second chat session participant to allow said first 
c! at session participant to modify said contact list. 

48. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 36, further 
si (Uprising the steps of: 

requesting said first chat session participant to provide access to said first 
;< umct list; and 

requesting said second chat session participant to provide access to said 
■.« : ond contact list 

49. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 36, further 
5( uprising the step of providing accessibility status to selected chat session participants. 

50. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 36, further 
;c uprising the step of providing accessibility status to all active chat session participants. 



Vt :>mi3;t) - 15 - 
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51. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage having stored 
fl.creon, a computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections 
e ecutable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

identifying a first chat session participant maintaining a first contact list 
c r etaining contact records relating to contacts of said first chat session participant and 
U Citifying a second chat participant having a second contact list containing contact 
n x wds relating to contacts of said second chat participant, said first chat session 
p ir tiripant and said second chat session participant participating within a common chat 

providing access fo r said [[a]] first contact list having contact records to a second 
p rticipant to the communication session, said first oontaot list associated with a first 
p pfr ripant - to - tho communication session, said second participant having an aaaooiatod 
* xmd oontaot liflt with oontaot r e cords ; 

identifying similar contacts between contact records located in said first contact 
li .l: and contact records located in said second contact list; and 

adding selected dissimilar contact records located in said first contact list to said 
>< ?ond contact list. 

52. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 51, further 
a uprising tho steps of: 

determining if said first contact list is modifiable by said second participant 
x the communication session; and 

if said first contact list is modifiable by said second participant, adding 
it >&cted dissimilar contact records to said first contact list 
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53. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 52, wherein 
si id step of providing contact list to a first participant further comprises the steps of: 

determining an accessibility status of said first contact list; and 
providing access to said first contact list if said accessibility status indicates 
tl it said second participant can access said first contact list, 

54. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 51, further 
> mprising the steps of: 

determining if said second contact list is accessible by said first participant 
:c l:he communication session; and 

if said second contact list is accessible by said first participant, identifying 
li lilar contacts between contact records located in said second contact list and contact 
:e ords located in said first contact list. 

55. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 54, further 
i( uprising the; steps of : 

determining if said second contact list is modifiable by said first participant 
o i:he communication session; and 

adding selected dissimilar contact records located in said second contact list 
o laid first contact list. 

56. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 55, further 
x uprising the step of displaying an icon to represent whether a contact list for a 
is tioipant to i tie communication session is accessible. 
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57. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 56, further 
c ^uprising the step of modifying said icon to display whether said contact list for said 
p crticipant to the communication session is modifiable. 

58. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage having stored 
tl isireon, a computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections 
e .ecutable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

identifi^ng a plurality of chat session participants participating within a common 
c qt session, each chat session participant maintaining a participant specific contact list 
c j njaining contact records relating to contacts of said that participant: 

assembling and displaying a contact list in a GUI associated with one of the chat 
si mem participants , wherein said contact list includes contact records from chat session 
[i m maintained chat sessi on participants other then the one participant in which the GUI 
is d isplayed : and 

accepting modifications.to said contact list by chat session participants other then 
fl } one participant in which the GUI is displayed a nother chat flpfloion participant: and 
responsivelv displaying results from said modifications within said GUI. 

59. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage having stored 
ft won, a computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections 
k fccutable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

identifying a first chat session participant maintaining a first contact list containing 
5! |i]: act records relating to contacts of said first chat session participant, identifyin g a 
si xn id chat participant having a second contact list containing contact records relating to 
2 li facts of said second chat participant, and identifying a third chat participant having a 
S rd contact list containing contact records relating to contacts of said third chat 
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E ;rj;ici pant. said first chat session participant, said second, chat session participant and 
£ j d third chais session participant participating within a common chat session: 

sending a token of introduction originated by [[a]]jflie first chat session participant 
h ¥i a g- a first oontaot li s t, to [[a]] the second chat session participan t having a sooond 
& sf toot list, said token of introduction providing a recommendation for said second chat 
si iiiion participant; 

transferring said token of introduction to [[a}]_£he third chat session participant 
* lci is known to said first chat session participant; and 

if said third chat session participant accepts said token of introduction, modifying 
3; id third contact list with contact information for said second chat session participant. 

60. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 59, further 
z\ uprising modifying said second contact list with information for said third chat session 
participant 

61. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 60, further 
a mprising discarding said token of introduction upon expiration of a specified period of 

62. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 59, further 
zt mprising executing said transferring step upon said third chat session participant 
■-T) Stating a chat session with said second chat session participant. 

63. (New) The method according to claim 8, further comprising the step 

x : 
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displaj/ing icons within a chat session interface used by a third chat session 
p uticipant to indicate whether said first chat contact list and said second contact list is 
a iC&ssible to said third chat session participant 

64. (New) The method according to claim 63, further comprising the 

s ays of: 

permitting the selection of said displayed icon for said first contact list and said 
d !»plfayed icon for said second contact list; 

comparing said selected first contact list and said selected second contact list to 
s. id third con tact list; and 

displaying to said third chat session participant contacts that are uncommon to said 
s< looted first contact list, said selected second contact list and said third contact list 
a cording to results from said comparing step. 
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